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   Yesterday the winds on the runway 
were kind of flip flopping around. I 
elected to depart on runway 25 with 
about a 12 knot direct crosswind. We 
don't fly a base leg around these parts 
very often with a headwind as land-
ing on runway 25 is the norm as 
winds are generally from the S.W. 
quadrant. To that end I elected to use 
runway 07 and check myself out on a 
base leg with a modest headwind. 
The point of all this verbiage is that 
the choice is yours to make but . . 
other traffic may have its own ideas 
about which way to land. Make sure 
you are looking and listening to what 
is taking place at ye olde air patch.  
There is nothing written in stone that 
says you must have a radio to operate 
into a non towered uncontrolled air-
port. There is also always the chance 
for some one to be in the pattern, well 
equipped,  but in the "silent mode".  
Enough said! 

   Well we got through Wilbur and 
Orville Day (Dec 17,03) in fine 
shape. It would really be more accu-
rate to say in "fun" shape. Milt C., 
with some help from many others, 
laid out a duplicate course of what 
the Brothers Wright accomplished 
and a bunch of folks gave it a try. I 
was the first one on the course, 
thought I was doing good but only 
managed to get my nose gear off 

(sure felt like the mains were free of 
the runway but I'm so smooth that 
blah blah) and got many many 
thumbs down from the troops for my 
efforts..  By the time Milt C. had re-
engineered his mind ( he did real 
good) and Andy W. in his J-3 
(looking out the window and seeing 
your wheel shouldn't count) did very 
well but far and away the transient 
five ultra-lights put on the ultimate 
exhibition of skill and cunning. 
Thanks guys for dropping in for 
lunch and trying your hand in the 
closest type machinery reasonably 
available  to mankind that resembling 
a Wright Flyer.   Our thanks also go 
out to the Auburn Journal for their 
efforts and neat article in the next 
days newspaper. We trust you en-
joyed your little spin around the park!  
And about those jets, Yea Team! 

   Thus far we have enjoyed a rela-
tively mild winter, however, there 
certainly is more interesting weather 
just around the corner. Please be sure 
to do a very thorough preflight, you 
know. . .  drain the sumps, check all 
surfaces for full and free movement 
and a first class runup which should 
give strong consideration to the use 
of your "pitot heater". Read some-
thing the other day that went like 
this . . . on a cross country, lost vac-
uum pump 
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            In 1984 the members of the 
Auburn Airport community decided 
we needed a voice and some identity 
so the Auburn Aviation Association 
was born. 

            We grew from a small deter-
mined group to over two hundred 
members. In addition to the politics 
we have to contend with we are a so-
cial group . Our primary concern is 
the operation and betterment of the 
Auburn Airport. With safety, educa-
tion , friendship and community in-
volvement our main goals. We have 
continued to grow and will do so in 
the future. When you have this kind 
of dedication how can we fail? 

            This adds up to twenty years 
of accomplishment, twenty years of 
friendships and good times. We are 
looking forward to many more years 
to come. 

            That beautiful red bi-plane 
that we use for our logo is a Laird Su-
per Solution. In 1931 Jimmy Doolit-
tle set a coast to coast record flying 
the Super Solution. Then in 1932 
Doolittle set a record of 293 MPH at 
the National Air Races in the Super 
Solution. 

            Emil Matthew "Mattie" Laird 
built his first model S aircraft in 
1919, in 1920 it was the swallow, a 
redesigned Curtiss JN-4 which was 
sold to Lloyd Stearman's Swallow 
Aero Plane Manufacturing Co. He 
built the first LC(Laird Commercial) 
in 1924. Then Laird concentrated on 
custom-built sport planes and racing 
aircraft, one was the only bi-plane 
that won the Thompson trophy which 

of course was the Super Solution. 

            Dennis Taylor had a picture 
of the Super Solution and took it to 
Tim Thorton at Laughing Horse De-
signs. Tim, being a very talented art-
ist, did the art work and they came up 
with our outstanding logo. That logo 
adorns our newsletters, tee shirts and 
sweat shirts. It is no trouble to spot a 
member of the Auburn Aviation As-
sociation, you can't miss that logo. 

            We have just completed a 
new printing of shirts and if enough 
orders come in we will do a second 
one. Just give me a call. 

            This coming year we have 
plans to celebrate and recognize our 
past twenty years of being by having 
special events, dinners, speeches and 
an all around good time. 

            Next month I will list the 
charter members and some of the past 
officers who gave their time to our 
organization. 

            Stick with us. This will be out 
best year ever.             Dick Kiger 
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(good bye attitude indicator and 
heading indicator), declared a PAN 
PAN which pretty soon elevated to a 
MAYDAY, then managed to seri-
ously bugger the airplane short of the 
closest airport. The question is: was 
this the best course of action avail-
able  (the closest airport)? Possible 
answer or at least an alternate 
choice . . turn around and go back to 
where you started from (fuel permit-
ting). You can probably count on 
your fingers and toes the number of 
times in the last umpteen years that 
you have made a pure IFR departure 
from any airbase so why not entertain 
the thought of going back for another 
cup of coffee and rethinking out the 
whole affair. Think of the neat hangar 
talk you have just built, now all you 
need is someone to lay it on. 

     Gee, I had no idea who Frank 
Rowley was until last Wednesday 
night i.e. the AAA General Meeting 
for the month of January. Can you 
imagine he actually constructed the 

building that we know as the Wings 
Restaurant in sixty (60) days. To 
day . .  .I don't think you can get a 
"permit" to build a dog house in sixty 
days. Thanks Frank, we enjoyed your 
presentation. 

   If you have any thoughts or ideas 
on what would work for the forth-
coming celebration of the Twentieth 
Anniversary of the AAA, please drop 
Tom Palmer, our new Vice Prez or 
myself a note. We are hopeful of put-
ting on a "gala" suitable for the occa-
sion.  Yes you are correct, all volun-
teers will be rewarded with free so-
dapop from the grocery store of our 
founding father - Dick Kiger.I haven't 
asked Dick about this new "charity" 
so don't be too surprised if you get 
one of those super blank stares or a 
"huh"!  Volunteer anyway! 

    See you no later than February 4th 
at our next AAA Meet and Feed.   

Ciao,                 Tom Brady 
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