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 Presidents' Message
By Doug McDougall

learned of a very debilitating medical syndrome 
which appears to be afflicting many of my friends. 
Maybe some of you reading this will recognize the 
symptoms; some of you may actually have it without  
knowing. Like many such maladies, it is frequently 
swept  under the rug and discussed only in hushed 
tones. I?m talking about ADS: Aviation Dependency 
Syndrome. It is time we shed light on this subject to 
raise public awareness of its hazards. To help, here are 
the top 10 indicators that you or someone you love 
may have ADS. 

10. You prefer to eat on the patio at Wings so you can  
see the runway better  

 9. You happily spend a sunny summer morning  

I 've recently 
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washing your airplane 

8. You have four or more aviation-themed ball caps 

 7. Your home décor includes at least one 
prominently displayed aircraft photo, painting 
and/ or an old wooden  prop 

6. You love the smell of 100LL exhaust 

5. You?d pay $100 an ounce for a perfume or 
after-shave  that smells exactly like 100LL exhaust 

4. Every time you hear an airplane overhead, you 
look  at the sky to find it. 

3.Greasing a landing makes you happy for the rest of 
the  day 

2. You spend 30% or more of your awake time 
thinking  aviation related thoughts 

And the number one sign you are living with ADS is: 

1. You can?t remember a time when you weren?t  
fascinated by everything that flies 

If three or more of these warning signs apply to you, 
there  is only one thing to do--get out and get flying 
as soon as  you can. I hope to see you there!
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 Events

Here's what you can 
bring to the monthly 
meeting according to 

your last name:

MAIN DISH: A-L

SIDE OR SALAD: G-L

DESSERT: M-Z

https://aaa2.wildapricot.org/events


THIS MONTH'S SPEAKER

This months speaker will 
be Ken Lux, as he will be 

sharing with us the Flights 
to Freedom Mission. 
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An Update from the Manager's 
Desk at KAUN

by Tyghe Richardson

The East End Hangars are getting 
closer to completion by the day! I 
expect that in the  next update I should 
be able to publish the draft updated 
radio procedure for the added  taxi 
traffic to the east end hangars. The 5AC  
and taxi procedure committee have 
been working diligently on the update.  

We have had a very productive  
month on the field, many small 

maintenance projects 
have come to completion. 
The crack sealing  project 
is about 75% complete for 
this year. We will be 
working on the lower 
ramp area in the next few 
weeks. Some of the 
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cracks are very  large and will need special attention. 
The maintenance crews will be working on those in the 
coming months. The spring weed control effort is 
underway. Most of the airport property has  been treated 
or mowed. Of course, this will be and ongoing effort to 
keep  the weeds at bay for the summer.  

As a member of the Association of California Airports 
(ACA), I  was invited to participate in the ACA?s group 
efforts in a  legislative day at the state capital. This was 
an opportunity for airport owners and sponsoring 
agencies to educate our state  representatives as to 
what our general aviation airports provide to the 
community and the state. In these meetings we as a 
group lobbied for  three bills that are making their way 
through the legislative process. Attached directly after 
this article is a brief description of the bills and other  
information that was utilized that day. 

As always, please feel free to contact me with all 
questions. The door is  always open!  

Tyghe Richardson 

Management Analyst Airport 

Community & Economic Development 

City of Auburn, CA 

(530) 888-8174 

TRichardson@Auburn.ca.gov
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The 2024 KAUN Safety Conference was held 
in the Barnstormer Room on the evening of April 
23, 2024. Over 80 attendees enjoyed pizza and 
safety briefings centered around Aeronautic 
Decision-Making, ?ADM?.

Ken Dwelle and Don Wolfe kicked off the 
meeting with instances of poor ADM with poor 
outcomes. Airport Manager Tyghe Richardson 
briefed the audience on the current and future 
state of operations at Auburn Airport. Rex 
DiMart ini provided information on the Civil Air 
Patrol and Auburn?s Squadron 92 rescue 
methods. CFI?s Dylan Yack and Don Wolfe 
discussed traffic patterns and radio procedures 
at non- towered airports like KAUN.

Blancolorio Channel , Juan Browne was the 
evening ?closer? providing several examples of 
poor ADM in recent turbine aircraft accidents. 

2024 Safety Conference 
Recap



Rex DiMartini

Juan Browne working the 
crowd

Juan Browne & Owen White, 
Headset winners

Dylan Yack, Helicopter CFI-I, giving his first 
safety briefing
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Juan?s military and airline background make 
him an expert in aviation safety and his sense of 
humor keeps everyone?s attention. The evening 
concluded with CFI Mia McKnight  pulling the 
winning numbers for the raffle conducted by 
Jaun and Tyghe. Mia pulled the winning ticket 
for Juan Browne providing him with one of the 
grand prizes, a the Lightspeed Delta Zulu 
headset. Jaun has given us so much of his free 
time in helping with our Safety and Mentoring 
events we were happy to see him win.

The event was sponsored by The City of 
Auburn, Lightspeed Aviation, Sportys and 
Auburn Aviation Association. Juan Browne and 
Owen White won the Lightspeed Delta Zulu 
headsets grand prizes. Radios, Life Vests, and 
electronic device quick chargers were also 
awarded. The 2025 Safety Conference is 
planned for Tuesday April 22, 2025.
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Our membership directory is online! Download the Wild Apricot  
Member App and then login with the same user name and 

password you use on the website.

Members in good standing can access four tabs:

- Members directory
- Events listings, including Zoom links and MENU for the 

potlucks
- My Tickets, where you can view events for which you have 

registered (Safety Conference, Career Day)
- My Profile

Click here if you need to join or renew your membership so you 
can access this convenient information.

https://aaa2.wildapricot.org/join-us
https://aaa2.wildapricot.org/join-us
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2024 AAA Scholarships and 
Awards Luncheon

by Kadie Jacobs

The annual Auburn Aviation Association (AAA) Scholarship 
Awards Luncheon was held Saturday, April 6th to award this year?s 
recipients. For our 2024 scholarships, eight students were selected 
with award amounts ranging up to $12,500 to pursue their flight 
training goals. These particular students were selected for their drive 
and dedication, their outstanding resumes listing high achievements, 
and remarkable interview skills.

Out of the eight scholarship winners, four were selected for 
Private Pilot Scholarships. Awarded both the Mach 5 Aviation and the 
Conte Checkride Scholarship was Andrew Van Wagner. The AAA 
Scholarship was presented to Kait l in Mil ler, the EAA Chapter 526 
selected Claire Delany, and lastly, the Ellsworth Hovey Getchell 
Foundation (EHGF) selected Owen White as the Private Pilot 
awardee. 

For the EHGF advanced training scholarships this year, three 
Instrument training scholarships were presented to Breaunna 
Herrera, Paul Mutz and Jordan Brown. The EHGF Commercial 
training scholarship was awarded to Emma Swift. 

The luncheon was held to celebrate the accomplishments of 
these hardworking students. Friends and family members gathered 
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to honor the recipients. From the EHGF Board, we welcomed 
Ken Dwel le, Ben Marsh, 
and Chris Luvara. 
Representing the AAA 
Scholarship was Don 
Wolfe and Doug Fee. 
And finally, Randy Winn, 
the Conte Fund Advisor, 
and Andy Robinson 
from the EAA Chapter 
526 attended. All of 
these members helped administer the scholarships and gave 
valuable words of advice to the winners.

To guide the eight students through their flight training, our 
Mentor Training Program is being led by Peter Hastert . Previous 
scholarship winners were asked to pair up with a 2024 
scholarship recipient to support their training and offmentor. 
Scholarship winners will be asked to submit a monthly flying 
report including expenses, progress, and questions about their 
training to help them stay on track. Our mentors are happy for 
the opportunity to pay it forward and advise these students 
through their upcoming training.

Congratulations to our 2024 scholarship winners! We look 
forward to their upcoming successes and are excited to 
welcome them into the AAA community.

Mentor Meeting
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As the Prop Turns
by Mike Duncan

      This has been a great month for our scholarship 
program.  We received an anonymous donation for our 
foundation which is the largest yet.  It has been a real 
thrill for me to see how the foundation has taken off, in 
terms of donations, in the four years it has been in 
existence.  From our original expectations of $75,000 
to over $500,000.00 now.  Thank you Don Wolfe and 
our Board of Directors for showing us how to make it 
work for AAA and all of the scholarship recipients.

      

On the subject of scholarship recipients,  we had 
an awards ceremony this past month for all of our 
winners for this year. Kadie Jacobs has had a great 
review of the ceremony with pictures for people like 
me who can?t read without my bifocal glasses.  You 
can find her article elsewhere in this month's issue.  

      

The student loan is starting to increase with the 
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good weather.  Leo Rubia and Spencer Beane were 
able to solo the same day in the same airplane.  No, 
not on the same flight.  First Leo soloed with David 
Longo as his instructor and Christ ine Koenigsecker  
soloed with Spencer Beane.  Congratulations to all.

    

 Memorial Day is this on the 27th of May this year.  It 
is time to remember all those who have gone to war 
and died for us.  It is time to give them thanks for 
protecting our way of life and culture.  Auburn is going 
to celebrate with a parade and flags at the Auburn 
cemetery.  Several other events too numerous to 
mention here will be happening.  You can check with 
the Auburn Chamber of Commerce for that list. It is a 
great time to thank all that have served.

     

Well that is about all for this month.  Good Night 
Miss Daisy.

                                                                   The Prop Turner

                                                                        Mike Duncan

     

Sydney Greene
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April was characterized by many weekends filled 
with rain and low clouds, despite this, we remained busy 
here at Mach 5. We had many student successes and 
enjoyed giving back to the Auburn aviation community 
through volunteering at Young Eagles Day and providing 
a scholarship through the Auburn Aviation Association. 
For this month, a tentative look at the weather in May 
shows less rain and clouds, and more sunny days that 
are ready for flying! 

Last month, we 
celebrated two first solos 
and three successful 
checkride passes? a 
testament to our students 
and instructors dedication 
and hard work. 
Congratulations are in 
order for Blake G., a William Jessup Aviation program 
student, and Logan C., both of whom completed their 
first solos under the guidance of our skilled instructors. 

Mach 5 
Aerochronicles

by Shayden Eagleheart

CFI Dennis Pearson and newly CFI Brett B.
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Additionally, we applaud the 
achievements of Amber J., 
Phil l ip M., and Bret t  B., who 
obtained 
their 
Private 
Pilot, 

Instrument Rating, and Flight 
Instructor licenses, respectively. 
Brett graduated from William 
Jessup University with a BS in 
Aviation at the end of April and is 
the first student from the 
program to become a Flight 
Instructor. We couldn't be prouder of all our students 
and their accomplishments in April, and we look forward 
to seeing what our impressive students will do in May! 

Due to some of the aforementioned weather on the 
originally planned Young Eagles Day, the event was 
moved to the following Saturday. Though we couldn't 
provide an aircraft on the rescheduled day, two 
dedicated team members stepped up to make a 
difference. Dan Flom , our General Manager, assumed 
the role of ramp boss, ensuring smooth operations on 

Blake G. First Solo

Logan C . first Solo
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the ground. Meanwhile, Shayden Eagleheart , from our 
Front Desk and Social Media team, delivered safety 
briefings to all the Young Eagles. Looking forward, we're 
excited to increase our involvement in Young Eagles 
Day, with plans to donate both a plane and a pilot for the 
next event on May 11th. 

Last but certainly not least, several flight training 
scholarships were awarded from the EAA, AAA, Getchell 
Foundation, and more. Among those, Mach 5 is proud to 
contribute to the success of Andrew Van Wagner by 
awarding him a flight training scholarship for 15 hours of 
Dual/ Flight Instruction. We?re excited to support Andrew 
as he completes his Private Pilot license with us this 
summer! 

If you enjoyed this month's newsletter, we invite you 
to check out our website www.mach5aviation.com, and 
our social media @mach5aviation for up-to-date news 
on life at Mach 5. Wishing everyone clear skies, and a 
happy May!



Photos

Elina Bergst orm , Chapter 526 2024 Ray 
Scholarship Winner celebrating her first 
solo! She also received news in March that 
she has been accepted in the United States 
Air Force Academy. Congratulations Elina!

Sunset over Clearlake, 
courtesy of Brooklyn Irvine
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Endowment Fund Corporate Sponsors
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Contact Doug Fee w ith questions: secretar y@auburnaviationassociation.org
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AAA Members

LIFETIME MEMBERS

Gold $2500        Silver $1500       Bronze $750

 Honorary Lifet ime Members  

Clarence "Bud" Anderson
Noah & Renata Mackenroth

We thank our l ifet ime members for their 
donat ions to the

 AAA Endowment

https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/PlacerCFgiving
https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/PlacerCFgiving
https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/PlacerCFgiving
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Gold Lifet ime Members

 Doug & Yvonne Fee
Tom Murray

Don & Lori Wolfe
Peggy Dwelle 

Jerry Severson & Nancy Benjamin
Tom Dwelle
Mike Long

Tim Pinkney
Casey Long
Ash Vidal

Patricia & Neil Munro  
Bob & Allison Dobransky

Randy & Lisa Leys

Matt Dicicco 
Tim Nilsen

Shawn &  Juliette Bickford 
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Silver Lifet ime Members 

Mike Duncan

Mike Shoemaker

 Jay Selby

Steven Hogge 

Keenan Kokoul & Leah Kokoul

Andy Anderson

David & Stephanie Holloway 
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Bronze Lifet ime Members

Mike Sullivan

Peter Hastert

Joanie & Wayne Mooneyham

Chris & David Haven

Kyle Kokoul

Gary & Darlene Mourning

Richard Anderson

Mark Pilkington

Doug & Nancy Van Howd

Joe & Ann Bittaker 

Chris Luvara

Ken Ristuben

Doug McDougall & 
Rosemarie La Rocca

Cameron & Gina Thompson

Mario & Molly Dinucci 

Paula Celick & Larry LaVerne

Ben Marsh 
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General Members
Scholarship Winners/ Lifet ime Members

Aaron & Shasta Adam
Gavin Alder

Andy Anderson 
Don & Mona Anderson

Bob Andosca
Mark & Sharon Bateson

Frank Bel l  
Jack Bel l

Jordan Benedict 
Elen Brandt

Christian Bivens
Christopher Bouley

Adrian Boyer 
Darcy Brewer & Greg Gappert

Fran and Adam Brodel 
Brandon Brown 

Kelly Bruno  
Aaron & Heather Burns

John & Hilary Burns
Julia Carey  

Matthew Carlson
Kristina Caroll  

Andrew Chubatenko 
Amanda D'Amour
Derek De Oliveira
Brandon Dever
Helen Dobeck

Micah Doe
Eric & Kera Dolan  

John & Kathy Donlevy

Will Dougherty
Jessi Dreschler 

David M. Dwelle & Jeffrey 
Roth

Ken & Judy Dwelle  
Steven Elliott 
Kent English

Jim and Marilyn Feller
Dan & Susanne Flom 
Dan & Karen Foster  

Elmer & Mary Ann Frank  
Sydney Greene

Akash Guha 
Christopher Hale
Diane Hammer
Robert Hewett  
Brooklyn Irvine   
Kadie Jacobs 

James Jacobson  
Jake Jensen
Jaian Jiminez  

Lyle & Jane Kelsey  
Christine Koenigsecker 
Erik & Diksha Knierim

Cade Lawley 
Steven Lease 

Kyle Lehr 
Rogel io Leon
Casey Long 

Dion Louthan 
Ray & Linda Lux  

B M 
Renata Mackenroth
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Christian Madsen
Patrick Marquina
Jeanie Marshall  

Frank & Debralyn Martinez  
Shane McAlister   

Mia McKnight   
Tammy Meredith 

Michele White Family
Rob & Teri Miller   

*Nick Moore 
Chase & Natalie Morgan

Christopher Morales 
Karsten Murphy
Michael Murphy

Nathaniel Olchefske 
Rory Ondracek  

*Tenley Ong
Adriel Palaia 

Elizabeth Paval
Bonnie Potter

Bill & Nanci Radakovitz  
Tyghe Richardson

Bethany Robarts  

Steve Roselle

Benjamin Rubash  
Ben Samp

John & Beverly Samp  
David Sanborn 
Mark Sandoval
Mikaela Sawaya  

Martin & Dawn Scheyhing  
Bernie & Jay Schroeder 
Bob & Stephanie Snyder  

Michael St. Denis
Sydney Sunseri-Robertson  

Ann Sweeney 
Caleb Switzer  

Camile Tricomo  
Larry Uzelac   

Doug & Nancy Van Howd  
Andrew Van Wagner

Philip Vardara  
Gary & Clytie Vogt  

Vaclav Vyvoda & Ingrid Westin
Christ ian Watt   

Marleen Wekell & Steve Kendall
Randy Winn 

Stewart & Roxana Wells
Walt & Bonnie Wilson  

Scott & Sharon Woodland
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OFFICERS
President - Doug McDougall -  president@auburnaviationassociation.org 

Vice President - Dan Flom - vp@auburnaviationassociation.org 

Secretary - Doug Fee - secretary@auburnaviationassociation.org

Treasurer - David Dwelle - treasurer@auburnaviationassociation.org

BOARD MEMBERS
Past President - Chris Haven - pastpres@auburnaviationassociation.org 

Scholarship Director - Don Wolfe - flyfund@auburnaviationassociation.org

Assistant Scholarship - James Jacobson - skyfund1539@gmail.com

Membership Director - Chris Haven - 
membership@auburnaviationassociation.org

Publicity Director - David Sanborn - publicity@auburnaviationassociation.org

Propwash Editor - Mike Duncan - duncan7kcab@sbcglobal.net 

5AC Chair - Ken Dwelle - 5ac@auburnaviationassociation.org

Board Member at Large - Joanie Mooneyham - joaniemoon05@gmail.com 

Donations Coordinator - Nancy Benjamin - don_benj@pacbell.net 

Special thanks to Brooklyn Irvine for laying out the newsletter and David Sanborn 

for managing distribution of the newsletter.

 2023 AAA Board

http://president@auburnaviationassociation.org
http://vp@auburnaviationassociation.org
http:// secretary@auburnaviationassociation.org
http://treasurer@auburnaviationassociation.org
http://pastpres@auburnaviationassociation.org
http://scholarship@auburnaviationassociation.org
http://scholarship@auburnaviationassociation.org
http://skyfund1539@gmail.com
http://membership@auburnaviationassociation.org
http://membership@auburnaviationassociation.org
http:// publicity@auburnaviationassociation.org
http://5ac@auburnaviationassociation.org
http://5ac@auburnaviationassociation.org
http://joaniemoon05@gmail.com 
http://don_benj@pacbell.net  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